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higher	 education.	 Although	 both	 premises	 are	 true,	 two	







Access and Funding in Argentina and Chile
We	 can	 illustrate	 the	 complexities	 of	 the	 interaction	 be-









































education	 NER	 of	 lower-income	 students.	 According	 to	
OECD	 data,	 the	 2015	 upper	 secondary	 school	 graduation	
rate	 in	 Chile	 was	 90	 percent,	 while	 it	 was	 61	 percent	 in	
Argentina.	In	terms	of	quality,	PISA	results	show	that	Chile	
has	 achieved	 better	 marks	 and	 improvements	 over	 time	
than	 Argentina,	 although	 these	 are	 still	 below	 the	 OECD	
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public	schools.	In	Argentina,	comparable	data	are	not	avail-
able,	but	based	on	the	Household	National	Survey,	we	cal-
culated	 the	 global	 dropout	 rates	 by	 socioeconomic	 status	
among	 young	 people	 (18–30	 years	 old).	 The	 data	 showed	


















tive,	 teaching-oriented	 private	 universities	 expanded	 their	




institutes	 and	 in	 independent	 private	 universities	 (those	
universities	that	do	not	belong	to	the	selective	and	higher-
quality	 public	 and	 private	 Council	 of	 Rectors	 of	 Chilean	
Universities	 sector).	 At	 professional	 institutes,	 vocational	
degrees	showed	the	highest	growth	rates	between	2008	and	



















Given	 the	 complexities	 of	 massification	 and	 institutional	
differentiation	 in	 higher	 education,	 it	 is	 not	 possible	 to	
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After	the	collapse	of	the	Soviet	Union	in	1991,	it	became	essential	 for	 Kazakhstan	 to	 increase	 the	 quality	 and	
competitiveness	of	its	higher	education.	Its	aim	was	to	be-
come	 a	 part	 of	 the	 European	 or	 American	 systems,	 and/
or	an	OECD	member,	in	order	to	enhance	the	recognition	
of	 its	 researchers	and	faculty,	and	of	 their	work.	 It	 took	a	
long	journey	before	Kazakhstan	achieved	its	goals.	All	edu-
cational	 reforms	 in	Kazakhstan,	 including	changes	 in	 the	
structure	or	content	of	education,	as	well	as	credit	system	
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Chile has rapidly improved access to 
higher education for students belonging 
to the lowest strata, surpassing Argen-
tina’s net enrollment rate (NER).
